The Cost of Living in lowa, 2018 Edition: Basic Family Budgets and Break-even Wages

Jones, Clinton, Cedar and Muscatine Counties

Single Single Parent Married, No Children Two Working Parents

Individual 1 child 2 children Young Older 1 child 2 children 3 children
All families
Monthly non-health expenses
Child care $0 $544 $661 $0 $0 $544 $873 $331
Clothing & household expenses 231 300 367 301 301 364 451 525
Food 268 390 652 490 470 606 780 1,033
Rent and utilities 488 731 731 552 552 731 731 960
Transportation 592 666 666 1,026 1,026 1,089 1,089 1,089
Monthly total $1,579 $2,631 $3,077 $2,369 $2,349 $3,334 $3,926 $3,938

Families with public insurance or subsidies
Total expenses, earning and taxes

Monlthy health care expense 764 1,447 2,096 1,530 2,973 2,312 3,026 3,747
Less: Medicaid, Hawk-I and ACA (403) (861)  (1,528) (815  (1,801) (1,360)  (1,980)  (2,873)
Monthly total expenses $1,940 $3,216 $3,645 $3,085 $3,521 $4,286 $4,972 $4,811
Annual total expenses $23,276 $38,595  $43,739 $37,015  $42,252 $51,436  $59,662  $57,737
Annual before-tax earnings needed $28,699 $45,540  $50,086 $44,154  $51,342 $61,101  $69,608  $65,693
Less: Income & payroll taxes (5,423) (7,125) (6,347) (7,138) (9,090) (9,665) (9,946) (7,956)
Plus: EITC & other credits - 180 - - - - - -
Net resources $23,276 $38,596  $43,739 $37,016  $42,252 $51,435  $59,662  $57,737
Family supporting hourly wage $13.80 $21.89  $24.08 $10.61  $12.34 $1469  $16.73  $15.79

Families with health insurance from an employer
Total expenses, earnings and taxes

Monthly health care expense $201 $435 $653 $445 $629 $681 §772 $863
Monthly total expenses $1,779 $3,065  $3,730 $2,814  $2,978 $4,015  $4,697  $4,802
Annual total basic expenses $21,353 $36,792  $44,767 $33,779  $35,745 $48,190  $56,380  $57,637
Annual before-tax eamings needed $26,112 $42,991  $51,468 $39,737  $42,471 $56,695  $65,192  $65,577
Less: Income & payroll taxes (4,759) (6,450) (6,701) (5,957) (6,726) (8,505) (8,812) (7,940)
Plus: EITC & other credits - 252 - - - - - -

Net resources $21,353 $36,793  $44,767 $33,779  $35,745 $48,190  $56,380  $57,637
Family supporting hourly wage $12.55 $20.67  $24.74 $9.55  $10.21 $13.63  $1567  $15.76

The single individual and the young childless couple are age 25; the older childless couple are age 52. Parents are age 30, 35, or 40, with older parents having older
children. When there is 1 child in the family, the age is 2-3. For the manied couples with 2 children, one is age 4, the other age 6-11. For the single parent with two
children, both are age 6-11. For the manied couple with 3 children, 1is age 6-11, the other 2 age 12-18.

Region Comparisons

Single Single Parent Married, No Children Two Working Parents
Individual 1 child 2 children  Young Older 1 child 2 children 3 children
Monthly total budget: families with public health insurance or subsidies
East region $1,940 $3,216 $3,645 $3,085 $3,521 $4,286 $4,972 $4,811
Lowest cost region 1,645 3,036 3,479 2,697 3,178 3,935 4,629 4,164
Statewide average 1,895 3,209 3,627 2,966 3,408 4,181 4,866 4,726
Highest cost region 2,005 3,682 4,053 3,193 3,608 4,624 5,595 5,307
Family supporting hourly wage: families with public health insurance or subsidies
East region $13.80 $21.89  $24.08 $10.61 $12.34 $14.69  $16.73  $15.79
Lowest cost region 11.44 20.40 22.51 9.09 10.97 13.27 15.34 13.16
Statewide average 13.44 21.81 23.91 10.14 11.88 14.26 16.30 15.44
Highest cost region 14.30 25.74 27.33 11.03 12.68 16.03 19.22 17.76
Family supporting hourly wage: families with health insurance from an employer
East region $12.55 $20.67 $24.74 $9.55 $10.21 $13.63 $15.67 $15.76
Lowest cost region 11.38 19.54 23.51 8.57 9.16 12.56 14.60 14.56
Statewide average 12.28 20.61 24.60 9.21 9.84 13.31 15.34 15.48
Highest cost region 12.96 22.65 26.96 9.90 10.54 14.19 16.57 17.03
Monthly Cost of Selected ltems
Transportation Child Care Rent Health Care (with public ins)
2 working Child2 Child 8 1 2 Single Older
parents, 2  years old, yo, BASP Bedroom Bedroom parent, 1 childless Couple, 2
children full time + summer Apt. Apt. child couple children
East region $1,089 $544 $331 $488 $731 585 1,172 1,046
Lowest cost region 768 500 315 457 650 536 1,058 939
Statewide average 946 576 343 522 77 579 1,144 1,012
Highest cost region 1,140 664 471 625 956 829 1,233 1,475

NOTE: Costoffood, clothing and other household expenses is the same statewide (substate data is not available).
BASP = before and after school program. ESI = employer sponsored insurance

The lowa Policy Project Source: lowa Policy Project, The Cost of Living in lowa 2018




